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SUBJECT: ICTPU'S GENERAL SECRETARY KERSTEN'S MEETING WITH MRS. 

GANDHI IN NEW DELHI 

A. NEW DELHI'S A-9086 AND B. JAKARTA 8483 NOTAL 

1. ICTPU ASSISTANT SECGEN JOHN VANDERVECKEN GAVE US AND BRITISH 
LABATTS POLLOWING ACCOUNT OP ICTPU GENERAL SECRETARY OTTO KERSTENS 
MEETING WITH MRS.GANDHI. HE SAID KERSTEN HAD 50 MINUTE "PRIVATE" 
MEETING WITH MRS. GANDHI. ONLY OTHER PERSON PRESENT WAS HER NOTE 
TAKER. VANDERVECKEN SAID THAT KERSTEN TOLD HIM POLLOWING WAS 
ESSENCE OP MEETING: KERSTEN MADE APPEAL ON BEHALP OP ICTPU AND 
SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL AS NOTED REP B, POR PRESERVATION OP 
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES IN INDIA. MRS. GANDHI REPLIED THAT EVERYTHING 
DONE TO DATE HAS BEEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH CONSTITUTIONAL 
EMERGENCY POWERS AND WAS REQUIRED TO RETURN COUNTRY TO STATE OP 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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"LAW AND ORDER". SHE WAS HIGHLY CRITICAL OP POREIGN PRESS WHICH 
SHE SAID HAD IGNORED POLITICAL VIOLENCE WHICH HAD PRECEEDED 
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STATE OF EMERGENCY AND THEN HAD CRITICIZED HER ACTIONS. SHE ADDED 
THAT SO FAR PEOPLE ARRESTED WERE ONLY MEMBERS OF "LUNATIC FRINGE 
OF LEFT AND RIGHT". 

2. VANDERVECKEN SAID THAT IN VIEW OF PRIVATE NATURE OF MEETING, 

THERE WOULD BE NO PRESS RELEASE ON PART OF ICTFU AND IT WOULD HOLD 
OFF CRITICIZING MRS. GANDHI'S GOVERNMENT FOR TIME BEING FOR 
FOLLOWING REASONS: (A) ICTFU HAS NO EVIDENCE THAT ANY TRADE 
UNIONISTS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED; (B) ANY ICTFU PUBLIC CRITICISM 
WOULD EMBARRASS ITS INDIAN AFFILIATES, PARTICULARLY INTUC. 

HE SAID THAT ORGANIZATION IF PUSHED TO WALL WOULD DIS-AFFILIATE 
FROM ICTFU RATHER THAN BREAK WITH MRS. GANDHI. HE SAID ICTFU 
UNDERSTANDS THIS POSITION SINCE BREAK WITH GANDHI GOVERNMENT WOULD 
LEAVE FIELD OPEN TO COMMUNIST AITUC.FIRESTONE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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